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It was the age of the Vikings.  These extraordinary Norsemen 
swept out of Scandinavia in search of adventure, war and 
wealth.  Preying upon all by pillage and plunder, the site of 
their longboats struck fear along the coastlines and up the 
shallow rivers of Europe.  Banked by oars and under a single 
great sail, these fine ships were the best of the age.  Long 
and sleek with skillfully carved arched prows, the Viking 
dragon ships carried fifty fighting men on their bloody exploits.  
Enabled by a shallow draft they sailed 
up European rivers to attack 
defenseless inland villages.  Vikings 

sacked towns, destroyed churches, and easily defeated 
small local armies who sought desperately to defend their 
families.  From the ninth through the eleventh centuries, 
the Viking attacks frightened people leading clergy to call 
parishioners to repentance to appease God’s anger.   
 
Norwegian Vikings moved into Ireland and western 
England; Danes attacked eastern England, Frisia, and the Rhineland and 
navigated rivers into western Frankish lands.  Swedish Vikings dominated the 

Baltic Sea and progressed into Slavic areas to the 
east.  Slipping into northwestern Russia these 
Rus rowed south on the rivers, rebuilding their 
ships into smaller craft to navigate the narrowing 
rivers and tributaries to Novgorod and Kiev and 
establishing fortified ports throughout these 
territories.  There they contacted the Byzantine 
Empire as traders and as invaders including an 
unsuccessful siege of Constantinople.  They 
interacted with Arab traders on the Volga River 
and the Sea of Axov.  

 
Ibn Fadlan, Descr iption of the Rus 
 
 The Swedish Rus eventually merged with the native Slavic peoples to form the 
principality of Kiev, commonly regarded as the first Russian state.  The following 
account was written by a Muslim diplomat sent from Baghdad in 921 to a settlement on 
the Volga River.   
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 I saw the Rus folk when they arrived on their trading mission and settled at he 
river Atul (Volga).  Never had I seen a people of more perfect physique.  They are tall as 
date palms, and reddish in color.  They wear neither coat nor kaftan but each man carried 
a cape, which covers one-half of his body, leaving one hand free.  No one is ever parted 
from his axe, sword, and knife.  Their swords are Frankish in design, broad, flat, and 
fluted.  Each man has a number of trees, figures, and the like from the fingernails to the 
neck.  Each woman carried on her bosom a container made of iron, silver, copper or gold-
its size and substance depending on her man’s wealth.  They are the filthiest of God’s 
creatures.  They do not wash after discharging their natural functions; neither do they 
wash their hands after meals.  They are lousy as donkeys.  They arrive from their distant 
river, and there they build big houses on its shores.  Ten or twenty of them may live 
together in one house.  
 They wash their hands and faces every day in incredibly filthy water.  Every 
morning the girl brings her master a large bowl of water in which he washes his hands, 
face, and hair, then blows his nose into it and spits into it.  When he has finished the girl 
takes the bowl to his neighbor who repeats the performance.  Thus the bowl goes the 
rounds of the entire household  
 If one of the Rus folk falls sick, they put him in a tent by himself and leave bread 
and water for him.  They do not visit him, however or speak to him especially if he is a 
serf.  Should he recover he rejoins the others if he dies they burn him.  However, if he 
happens to be a serf they leave him for the dogs and vultures to devour.  If they catch a 
robber, they hang him to a tree until his is torn to shreds by wind and weather. 

 
These daring explorers braved the icy North Atlantic, settled Iceland and 
encamped on Greenland, and discovered the coasts of North America.  There 
seemed no stopping their rapacious advance.  
 
Nevertheless, when the colorful ships sailed up the 
Themes to what is now London Ethelbert and his 
brother Alfred rose to the defense of Wessex.  
Ethelbert was a man of deep piety and devotion to 
the Christian Faith.  When the Vikings piled over 
board and spilled into Wessex thirsty for English 
blood and treasure, Ethelbert prepared his men to 
stand.  By prayer and supplication, he placed the 
English predicament before the mighty God of the 
universe imploring Him to intercede on behalf of his ill-equipped citizen army, 
their wives and children.  Meanwhile younger brother Alfred also a man of piety, 
drew his sword, painted his face and led his compatriots shouting into battle for 
the sake of faith, family and land.   
 
King Alfred’s War Cry 
 
When the enemy comes in,  
 a’ roarin’  like a flood, 
coveting the kingdom  
 and hungering for blood, 
The Lord will raise a standard up  
 and lead his people on, 

the Lord of hosts will go before,  
 defeating every foe,  
 defeating every foe. 
 
For the Lord is our defense, 
 Jesu defend us! 
For the Lord is our defense, 
 Jesu defend. 
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When Ethelbert suddenly died, the English crowned 
Alfred twenty-year-old King of Wessex.  Unflinchingly he 
battered and was battered as the Danish invasion took 
its toll.  Alfred and his men not only defeated but prayed 
for the enemy, they not only put some to the sword but 
presented the gospel to the rest, they not only required 
surrender but submission to the sacrament of Baptism 
and many Vikings converted to the Faith.  Slowly the 
Vikings’ edge wore thin and the English pushed them 
into a limited agreed upon domain called the Danelaw in 

northeastern England.  The Viking threat finally quelled, Alfred built and 
garrisoned a system of forts to defend the newly determined frontier, developed a 
legal system combining the Mosaic Law with the best of English tradition leaving 
as his legacy the roots of the English Common Law.  He restored scholarship 
and learning, learned to read himself, and established schools for the education 
of children.  No wonder he was called Alfred the Great, Saxon King of England.  
Alfred truly saved Christianity for England.   
 
Some men trust in chariots, 
 and some trust in the horse, 
But we will depend  
 on the name of Christ our Lord. 
The Lord has made my hands to war 
 and my fingers to fight 
The Lord lays low our enemies, 

 but He raises us upright, 
 He raises us upright. 
 
For the Lord is our defense, 
 Jesu defend us! 
For the Lord is is our defense,  
 Jesu defend. 

 
What about your calling.  Like Alfred, a calling will be thrust upon some of you by 
necessity, but for most, a calling will come as a gradual inclining of the whole 
person to fulfill a mission.   Many of you have an inkling of such a call.  Some 
already pursue well-defined mission statements preparing for lives of Christian 
impact through various legitimate spheres of influence.  The following sampling 
of personal mission statements represents those of Coram Deo Academy high 
school students submitted after a lecture like this one November 4, 2004. 
 

1. My mission is to make amazing music that will make people happy or 
think, and bring glory to God. 

 
2. My mission is to help people stay in shape through exercise and physical 

activity.  
 

3. My mission is to study geophysics and help to start a massive reform of 
the scientific society. Perhaps even, show that bringing Christ into the 
equation could better explain previously unexplainable events. 

 
4. My mission is to further the truth and further the love of God to young 

people through writing especially to Italy and Russia, but hopefully to the 
youth of the entire world.  
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5. I pray that I will be able to comfort others with the comfort God has given 

to me. I also believe God has created me to make art and beautiful 
meaningful creations.  

 
6. I feel called mostly to children. I have always had a love for the orphans of 

China. I want to help start a Christian school for children who cannot 
afford a quality education but desire to learn. I would like to help single 
mothers come to Christ and I yearn to reach out to the children of single 
moms. I feel called to help kids who have very little love and those who 
need the love God has given to me because they do not get this love at 
home. I just want to love on kids and show them the love of God.  

 
7. My mission is to write. I want to write novels, and screenplays that will be 

mentally stimulating and enlightening works of art. I want to write novels 
that will fill the imagination and speak to the heart while teaching the 
reader a lesson.  

 
8. My mission is to show my love by defending and representing America. I 

believe that I can do this through the Navy and the Naval Academy. 
 

9. My mission is to become a professional ballet dancer and to dance for the 
glory of God.  

 
10. I want to make people smile and feel better about themselves. I want them 

to think “the glass is half full” rather than “the glass is half empty.”  
 

11. My mission is to bring comfort and aid to those less fortunate than I am.  
 

12. My mission is to be a kindergarten teacher. 
 

13. My mission right now is to help my mom and my dad by watching my little 
brothers. My mission in the future is to help with finances and insurance. 
In addition, I would like to continue singing with my church choir.  

 
14. My mission is to the young children of Russia. I want to show the love of 

Jesus Christ to those children whose parents have neglected them, 
beaten them, and to the children who live in below zero weather trying to 
survive. My mission is to give them a home and a place to live where 
Christ’s love is evident to them. I want to give them a home where they 
can know that Jesus’ love for them is larger than the east is to the west. 
Think of all the people they could influence for Christ by simply accepting 
Jesus loves them! I also want to be a mom!  

 
15. My mission is to work for the FBI finding missing people and solving 

murder cases to keep our country safe and help our citizens feel safe and 
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peaceful. Or, I want to work at a full time Christian camp, using my 
leadership skills and vocal talent as a way to bring young Christians closer 
to Christ.  

 
16. My mission is to have orphanages all around the world so that I can love 

the unloved children. 
 

17. I would like to have a Christian art studio for dance, music, mime, etc. At 
this studio, people will learn to worship God with art and learn different 
ways to evangelize.  

 
18. My mission in life is to work in a home for sick children to make them 

laugh and be funny. I want my silliness to make them happy so they don’t 
feel as though they lived for nothing; as well as teaching them God’s love.  

 
19. My mission in life is to be a living example of Christ. I want to be a Godly 

example with my dancing and acting. In addition, I hope one day to 
become a mother.  

 
20. My mission is to serve God through the gift of words he has given me and 

thus to acknowledge the plight of lost souls, encourage and exhort 
Christians in the West, or do whatever other task(s) God requires. 

 
21. It is my mission to serve my country in the military.  

 
22. My mission is to minister to the sick as a nurse or doctor using the power 

of God to pray for the sick. I would like to incorporate my profession on the 
mission field, be a loving mother and wife and display the love of Christ to 
all. 

 
23. I feel that my mission is to own a horse business. This opens up so many 

doors in spreading the gospel, whether it is through lessons, training, or 
selling horses. I will meet so many people along the way.  

 
24. My mission is to make people laugh, make music, and supply people with 

financial aid and advice.  
 
25. My mission is to help inform people through journalistic writing or to teach 

English to young children. 
 

26. I feel led to become a missionary doctor to Spain. I love to help others and 
comfort them when needed. Through this, I will be able to tell them about 
my Savior. 

 
A thousand fall at my left hand, 
 ten thousand to the right, 
And yet He will defend us 

 from the arrow in the night. 
Protect us from the terrors 
 of the teeth of the devourer 
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Imbue us with Your Spirit, Lord, 
 encompass us with power, 
 encompass us with power. 
 

For the Lord is our defense, 
 Jesu defend us! 
For the Lord is is our defense,  
 Jesu defend. 

 
May God bless you as you seek to fulfill His will through your life, praying always 
as Jesus taught us, “Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those that have 
trespassed against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever, amen.”   

 
Rodney J. Marshall is President and Headmaster of Coram Deo Academy, a 
classical and Christian school in the Dallas area.  He also serves as Editor and 
Publisher of Coram Deo Press and Coram Deo, A Journal of Classical 
Education.  Contact him at rjmarshall@coramdeoacademy.org and for more 
information about classical education visit www.coramdeoacademy.org.   

 


